BEST EVIDENCE 



Precis/Chain of Evidence 

For 15 years we have been looking for the solution to John F. Kennedy's 
assassination in all the wrong places. This is the major thesis of BEST EVIDENCE, 
by David Lifton, a massive work of investigative journaLism which concludes 
that Americans have, unwittingly, been forcing round pegs into square holes: 
attempting to make glaring discrepancies fit a pattern dictated by a conclusion 
based on falsified evidence . 

The accepted conclusion : The single assassin theory in which JFK is shot 

twice from behind by one man based in the Texas School Book Depository located 
in a window above and behind the presidential motorcade. 

The basis for this conclusion : Both the 26 volumes of the Warren Report 

and the published report of the House Assassinations Committee, based their 
conclusions on the official Navy autopsy report, the result of a detailed and 
methodical examination of President Kennedy's body in the morgue of Bethesda 
Naval Hospital on November 22nd, the night of Kennedy's shooting. 

As books, articles, and official reports published over the years concerned 
themselves with conspiracies, escape routes, and the mechanics of the murder it- 
self, we have been diverted from the true resolution: the evidence upon which all 
official pronouncements had been based was tampered with. 

The "best evidence" in this murder case which disrupted a generation is not 
any official report based on the Navy autopsy, because the autopsy itself described 
data which had already been altered. The "best evidence" is the evidence on the 
body of the President, and that body was, according to David Lifton, a surgically 
altered corpse, a "medical forgery” by the time it arrived on the autopsy table 
for official scientific examination in Bethesda. Using a time line technique 
similar to scientific flow charts, David Lifton uncovers a chain of evidence 
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which proves that BETWEEN THE DALLAS SHOOTING AND THE AUTOPSY A FEW HOURS LATER 
AT BETHESDA NAVAL HOSPITAL IN MARYLAND, THE PRESIDENT’S BODY WAS STOLEN AWAY 
AND FORENSICALLY ALTERED IN ORDER TO CHANGE THE VISIBLE DIRECTION OF THE WOUNDS 
•AND SUPPORT A SINGLE ASSASSIN THEORY. 

This alteration, accomplished through surgery performed on Kennedy's wounds, 
extracted bullets from inside the body, changed the evidence concerning the 
number and direction of the shots, and eliminated physical information so 
radically that two sets of credible physicians who had seen Kennedy's wounds 
contradicted each other dramatically when asked to describe what they had seen. 
Dallas doctors and nurses, in their initial reports and statements to the press, 
claimed that they had seen an entry bullet wound in the front of Kennedy's body, 
and that the President had been shot from the front . Bethesda autopsy doctors 
saw no frontal entry wound, massive head damage from the rear, and all claimed 
that Kennedy had been shot from above and behind . 
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Evidence Relating to Surgery 



A. Alterations of the Body 

1- Xn Dallas, the doctors observed a small wound — thought to be a bullet T s entry 

at the front of the neck. Dr. Malcolm Perry made a tracheotomy incision' through this 
wound of some 2-3 cm. 
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2. At Bethesda, there was a 7—8 cm. defect in the neck, which had widely gaping 
irregular edges. The Bethesda autopsy doctors interpreted this as an exit wound. 

3* The Dallas doctors said the head wound was in the right rear, 2—3/4 inches in 
size, and that one could see the cerebellum, the bottom rear portion of the brain, 
through the wound. 

4 All the Bethesda doctors agree that the head wound was in the top of the skull 
extending towards the rear, 5-1/8 inches in size, and that one could see the cerebrum, 
the top portion of the brain, through the wound. This describes a wound nearly 
4 times as large as the one seen in Dallas. The Bethesda doctors report a small 
bullet entry wound at the bottom of the back of the head; none of the Dallas doctors 
observed such a wound. 

5. The Dallas description of the head wound suggests the bullet entered from the 
front, consistent with a shot from the Grassy Knoll. Based on the combined effects 
of the damage they saw, the Dallas doctors thought the President was shot from in 
front . 

6. The Bethesda description of the wound is consistent with the theory that the 
bullet entered from the rear, the direction of the Texas School Book Depository. 

B. Prior Surgery 

1. There were two FBI agents present at the official Bethesda Naval Hospital autopsy. 
In their report to superiors, they note that at the autopsy, when the President's 
body was unwrapped, the autopsy doctors said it was "apparent" there had been 

surgery of the head area, namely in the top of the skull." No such surgery was 
performed in Dallas. 

2. At the autopsy, the standard surgery was not needed to remove the President's 
skullcap and brain. Such surgery would have been necessary based on what the 
doctors saw in Dallas. 

3. According to the medical technician who received the body in a body bag, the 
President’s skull was nearly empty — i.e., devoid of a brain. 

4. The Bethesda radiologist says that when the President's body arrived, the 
throat wound had been "neatly sutured by a Dallas surgeon." No such suturing had 
been performed in Dallas. 
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C. Discrepancies in the Autopsy Report 



1. There is a descrepancy in the official reports of the doctors at the Bethesda 
autopsy and the photos which emerged as the official record. The cerebellum was 
described by the Dallas doctors as lacerated, blasted, herniated, and macerated. 
The Bethesda microscopic autopsy report also describes the cerebellum as damaged. 
Yet according to official reports, the autopsy photos of the brain show a * 
cerebellum which is intact. 

2* At the Bethesda autopsy, the doctors could find no direct evidence of exit 
associated with the head wound; it was just a large hole at the top of the head. 
The autopsy photographs, however, show direct evidence of exit ("outward” beveled 
edge on the bone) . 

3. The autopsy photographs show a small entrance wound at the back of the head 
near the top. Yet the autopsy doctors testified in 1978 that there was no 
through— and— through hole in the bone, but rather a hole which was "reconstructed" 
by fitting together pieces of bone which arrived later in the autopsy, and show 
the body as it first arrived. Yet, the bone fragments needed to create the hole 
didn't arrive until after midnight. 

D. Ammunition 

1. The Warren Commission concluded that President Kennedy was shot twice from 
behind; neither of the two rear entry wounds was observed in Dallas. 

2. Three pieces of ammunition link the alleged murder weapon to the body; all 
were found outside the body — 2 in the automobile, one on a Dallas stretcher. 

3. The two FBI agents at the autopsy report the Bethesda autopsy doctors were 
puzzled, and at a loss to explain" why they could find no bullets. 

4. The piece of ammunition which allegedly transited through Kennedy's body and 
was responsible for all of Governor Connolly's wounds was in nearly pristine 
condition when displayed before the Warren Commission. A similar bullet fired 
through similar objects in a test situation was severely damaged. 

E. Aftermath 

1. In 1966, a Warren Commission attorney wrote a memorandum to Chief Justice 
Warren, with a copy to the Kennedy family and the Justice Department, pointing 
out that an FBI report stated that surgery had been performed on the President's 
head prior to autopsy — his memorandum was largely ignored. 

2. The number of X— rays and photographs turned over to the Kennedy family do not 
match the numbers on receipts which were corrected and retyped by senior navy 
officers after the autopsy. 
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Evidence Relating to the 
Chain of Possession of the Body 



Two Coffins 

1. In Dallas, the President's body was put inside a 400-pound ceremonial coffin. 

2. At Bethesda, the body arrived in a shipping casket — a "tin box" weighing 
about 150 pounds. 
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Two Wrappings 

According to some witnesses: 

3. In Dallas, the President's body was wrapped in sheets. 

4. At Bethesda, the President's body was received in a body bag. 

Two Ambulances 



5. At Bethesda, a military honor guard attempted to follow the Navy ambulance with 
the Dallas casket, lost it after a chase, and was not reunited with it for over an 
hour . 

6. Some members of the military honor guard were told by Navy officials that two 
ambulances were being used, that one was the "decoy,” and that they had accidentally 
followed the "decoy" ambulance. 

7. At Bethesda, the President's Air Force aide was unaware of the confusion 
between the two Navy ambulances because, for more than a half hour at Bethesda, 
he was detained near the front of the hospital by high-ranking Navy officers 
who argued they did not have the facilities to embalm the body. 

Two Time Frames 



8. At Bethesda, an hour elapsed between the arrival of the Navy ambulance at the 
front entrance, with Jacqueline Kennedy and the Dallas casket, and the start of 
the official autopsy. (The former, 6:55 P.M. ; the latter, 8 P.M.) 

9. Army documents show the autopsy was supposed to take an hour, at which point 
the body was to be turned over to private undertakers; the autopsy was not 
completed until 5 or 6 hours after the body arrived at Bethesda, and was not 
brought back to the White House until 8 or 9 hours later. 

10. Documents indicate the Dallas casket entered the morgue area twice — once 
at 7:17 P.M., accompanied by FBI agents, and again at 8 P.M. , accompanied by 
the military honor guard. 

Each group was under the impression they were accompanying the body to the morgue 
for the first time. 

11. According to the Chief of the Day at the U.S. Navy Medical School at Bethesda, 
the Dallas casket which arrived in the ambulance with Jacqueline Kennedy was empty. 
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12. The President's body supposedly arrived in the Navy ambulance carrying 
Jacqueline Kennedy; yet at Bethesda, the X-ray technician carrying films he had 
just taken in the morgue, of the President's body, encountered Jacqueline 
Kennedy in the lobby of the hospital just as she walked in the door. 

13. According to the Chief of the Day at the U.S. Navy Medical School, federal 

agents told him that two caskets were used as a security measure. * 

Two Coffin Openings 

14. Interviews with witnesses in the autopsy room suggest that there was more 
than one coffin opening with each group thinking it was witnessing the start 
of the autopsy (and with the first group being kept out of the room during the 
second opening) . 
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